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L How Racial Discrimination Feels 3
An activiy designed to help studens understand the pain and
humiliation of discrimination to Japanese Americans when they were
singled out for different treatment because of ancestry, race, and religion.

S minutes:  Allow students to pick a ballot from a hat, The ballots will
have been prepared before class and indicate several different categorics.
Sce attached reproducible page of ballots. Or if you wish to reflect your
‘own community’s population more closely, adjust the balance. Ask students
0 ead the information on their ballot and fo act accordingly throughout the.

Sminutes:  Have students line up at the back of a classroom. Aisles.
between seats may be used, or desks may be pushed against the walls, or
even a corridor used for this activily.

Use a mix ofthe following:
‘German Americans
lialian Americans
Irish Americans
Native Americans.
Black Americans
Mexican Americans
Chinese Americans
Arab Americans
Japanese Americans.

Teacher will read a series of instructions. Instructions should be read slowly
enough that studenis can consider their own exercise status and react
accordingly.

15 minutes:  TEACHER: Listen carefully. The first individuals who
reach the front of te classroom will win. A move is one o two steps ata
time, depending on what | tell you. In order to observe the results of this
exercise it is important that everyone follow the insiructions and femain
where they land. Remember, this is a demonsiration exercise. Whatever
role you have drawn you must follow, and for purposes of this exercise
consider yourself 18 or older.
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Activity Instructions 3)

Everyone who is living in the ULS. take one step forward.

Everyone who was born in the U.S. take a step forward.

Everyone who has fullcitizenship rights take a step forward

Everyone who has money saved in the bank take one step forward.

Everyone whose savings and bank accounts have been frozen, take a

step backwards.

Everyone who can vote, and who use that privilege, take one step.

forward,

7. Everyone who is  high school graduate take one step forward.

8. Everyone who is a college graduate take two sieps forward.

9. Everyone who speaks English take a siep forward,

10.Everyone whose ethnicity is connected to an AXIS power (Germany,
Japan, laly) take one step backward.

11.Everyone who is patriotic and believes themselves to be an American
take a step forward.

12.Everyone who owns land and/or a home take a sep forward.

13.Everyone who speaks English and one other language take a siep
forward,

14.Everyone who must be in by curfew, and whois limited to travel
‘within 5 miles of where they live, take a step backward.

15_Everyone who must report o an assembly point in under a week, take
a step backward.

16.Everyone who is Asian take a step backward.

17.Everyone who is Asian but not Japanese take a step forward

18.Everyone whose reigion is some form of Christianiy take a step
forward,

19.Everyone who was forced to turn in their radio, camera, binoculars,
‘andlor knives take a step backwards.

20.Everyone who believes in equality and justice ake a tep forward.

20 minutes: Assignment: Students will be partnered or grouped and
discuss the following issues:

1. Who was happy with their ballot? Why?

2. Who was not happy with their ballot? Why?

3. What problems were raised by the way people were traed?

4. Can you think of any present examples of similar treatment?

5. Do you think all of the people were treated equally? Why or why not?
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IAPANESE 305)
Vouare an ssei. You were bor i Jspan. You ae ot sllowed to besome a ciizen.
‘Vou e not able o voe. You ar not llovied {0 own lnd. You do ot spesk Enlish,
and rely o your hilden to trnslst. You haveyour ife savings i the bank which has
been frozen. Your fsvorite spor isseno. Your fter in Japan ws & samursi. Yousre
ordered 10 repot o an ssembly pnnt wih just what you can crry. Meamale you
st folow 3 curfe and may ot tavel more than $ e fom howne. You are ko
instrcte ot in your binoculrs, camerss,radios. Yous eligion i Shinto

JAPANESE
Vousarea Nisi. You wers bor in America. You ae  citzen nd you vot. You pesk
both Englih and Jpanese. You hae a high school dploms and un  lower business.
‘Vou ownyour own home and flower am. You have alrge savings ccoun at the bark
which has been rozen. You s ordered 0 report o sn assembiy point with what you can
Gary. You mustfollow a curfew snd may ot ravel mare then 3 mils rom home. You
rc nstructed o tur i your binoculars, camerss, adios. Your eligion s Shinto

IAPANESE
Vouarea Sanse, the third generaton of a fmiy of Japancse ertage. You were bom in
the US. nd ar acitizen. You vote You spesk Englichand havea collge degree. You
oot cwn land, but you do have a savings accountthat has been frozen. You are
ondered o repot o an ssembly pint wih just what you can cay. You must ollow s
Curfew snd may ot ravel mor than il rom home. You sre sso insrueed 0 tum
myour bioculars,camera,radics. Your religion is Buddhis

IAPANESE
Vousre th child of  Jpanese motherand s Causasian fther. You were born nthe
U, and s aitizen. You ae 19 nd cannot vte unil you ar 21. You gradusted from
high school. You just staried college when you eceived 3 etice from your mother st
you snd she must report 0 sn assembly point for cvacustion. Meamwhileyou must
Tolow corfew and may not tavel morsthan § e from home. You re slso
instrcted 0t n your binosulrs, cameras,rdios. Your elgion i Christan.

s
You s thefourt genrstion nyourfaily who cae rom Iland during o of the
1500 potato fumincs. Yo were bon nthe 'S, and s itz You vote. You speskc
Enslth. Vou fmhed the 10 gadeand the et 0 work m a fctory. You mean t
open  Svings esoun, bt you spnd your iy on concert, 20 You ive 0
Svngs You camot aford 0 own o, You s  proestan

wsH
‘Vour ancesors have been n America o long you do o v know when they came.

‘Vou e a high shool graduste who works a5 arender,snd who plays part e in 3
rock and rllband. Youspesk English. You could have voted in th st lection but did
ot You have no savingsand live from pay check to pay check. You v at home with
yourparets. You e Inih Catholc. e
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NATIVE AMERICAN

‘Vou were bom and rased onthe Navajo Reservation s Window Rock, AZ. You have an
Assocites Degree (2 years) in ccounting and work i bank. You e a avings
Sccount. You spesk Engish, Navajo,and Spanih. You s acitzen and vote. You own
yourows home which i hogan. You follow yourtrbe'sracitonsl relgion.

NATIVE AMERICAN
‘Vou wers bom and rased onthe Hupa Reservationin Cliforni. You ar % Hups, e
Japanese,and 4 lsien American. You e inthe army and you see 20 years old, s you
Sanmot et vote. You fimished high school. You have nosavings. You ar siationed

Havais You spesk Englih and Hopa. You are s member of a prtestant hurch.

BLACK.
‘Vou were bom and sised n Georga, You e ciizn and vote. Youdo notowna
home. You do not have  savings account. You inihed high shool and solege. You
Spesk Englsh. You rehigion i potestan.

GERMAN
‘Vou were bom i Germany bt have grown up and lived your whol e i the U.S. You
have never become  citzen, but you plan o sometime. You inished high school You
are 21 years od and s  college student. You v at schooland do ot own s home.

‘Vou do have sovings. You spesk English and German. You ae  Lutheran (protestant).

GERMAN
‘Vouare athird generaton German American. You areover 21 and you did no vote n
th st letion. You speok English. You have savings. You dd notcomplete high
School, but you plan o inish. You owm your cw home. You re  Cathol,

ITALAN
‘Youare a naturalized American, bom n Rome. You have ful citzenshi rights and can
vote. Yo own apece ofand that you s buiing your own home on. You have s
Savings account. You e Catholc.

MEXICAN
‘Vou were bom and aised in Arizons. You have ful ctzenshi rights, butyou do not
vote. Yo do not own and. You have a sevings account. You re Catolic. You did ot
finsh high school. You spek English and Spanish.

CHINESE
‘Vou were bom and aised in New Mexico. You havefullcitizenship ighs,and you do
vote. Yoo own s home and nd. You hve a avingssccount. You fnshed high school.
‘Vouspesk Englsh and Mandari. Y ous religion i Buddhism.




